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How little personal skill, practical experience and familiarity
with the literature on the subject may be found in the writings
and methods of working of the most prominent experimenters
of that time becomes apparent e. g. from the construction of

Fig. 34.

and preference for the distilling vessels employed. Thus for
instance, Valerius Cordus,1) profound in theoretical science, but
ignoring the rationally constructed distilling apparatus then well
known, used and recommended ein f(o/b mit einem ange-

*) Valerii Cordi Annotationes in Pedacei Dioscoridis de Materia medica
Jibros quinque. Liber de artificiosis extractionibus. Liber II. De destillatione
oleorum. Anno dei 1540. p. 229.